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62 Letters of Robert Proud. 



LETTEES OF EOBEET PEOUD. 

[The following letters of Kobert Proud, the Tory schoolmaster and 
historian, written in Philadelphia while that city was in the possession 
of the British and addressed to his brothers William and John, in Eng- 
land, are copied from his letter book in the Manuscript Department of 
the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.] 

,-. -r, Philadelphia 12 mo. 1st. 1777. 

Dear Brother 

W m Proud, 
After more than two years Interruption of our Corre- 
spondence, during which time, if I mistake not, I have 
neither wrote nor received any Letter from thee, the way 
is now again opened between us, the King's Troops having 
taken Possession of this City by Land, on the 26th of 
9 mo. last. The obstructions sunk in the River, about 9 
miles below it, have proved a more difficult and tedious 
Affair to the Fleet and Shipping, and have kept them em- 
ployed till very lately; insomuch, that in the Meantime the 
Inhabitants of this Place were threatened with great In- 
convenience and distress, thro "Want of Provisions and 
Necessaries, from the Country ; of which the Rebel Army 
had left it very bare and destitute, having at their Depart- 
ure ; a few days before the British Forces arrived not only 
carried off almost every Thing of that Nature, except only 
what was immediately wanted for the present Use of the 
Inhabitants, and taken away every Boat and vessel in the 
Harbour, under Pretence that if they were left, they might 
be serviceable to their Enemies, but also ever since they 
have, with too much Success, used every Measure in their 
Power to prevent its being in the least supplied, still re- 
maining around it either at a small or greater Distance, 
receeding as the King's Troops make any Motion towards 
them. But this situation of Affairs appears now in a likely 
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way to be removed by the arrival of the Fleet and Shipping 
before the City, within these few Days past, consisting of 
several hundred Sail, great and small, and by Reason of 
some Part at least, of the Country being in a much fairer 
Way to be speedily opened than heretofore. 

My present writing is not intended to be particular on 
these Affairs, which may be Deferred till another Time, but 
in the midst of the Calamities of this Place and Country 
chiefly to acquaint my Relations, with my present Health 
and safety; on Account of which, on the Commencement 
of open Rebellion here, I had so great Reason to fear, 
having not only been obnoxious to the Incendiaries and 
Usurpers, put also particularly pointed out and threatened 
by them, more than many others, who are now suffering 
more than I do, thro the Anarchy and Tyranny that has 
reigned here or for their not joining in the Rebellion and 
acknowledging the Usurpation. But as I have always since 
that time lived in a very private and retired Way, even like 
a Person dead amidst the Confusions, and conversing more 
with my Books than with Persons, who are so universally 
tainted more or less with the general Evil, and scarcely 
ever departing above two Miles from my Place of Abode 
for several years. Contrary to my Expection I have suf- 
fered no Abuse, nor ever been molested, which I consider as 
a Providential, and very remarkable Favour; and tho this 
Manner of Life may have subjected me to much Disadvan- 
tage as to my temporal Interest, by accustoming myself so 
much to an inactive Habit, to which I have been thought 
to be naturally too much addicted, yet I believe it has been 
a great Means of singularly preserving me from imminent 
Danger, to which I considered even my Life to be nearly 
engrossed. 

But it has not fared so well with a Number of my Friends 
and Acquaintances; twenty of whom, mostly Friends, and 
all Citizens of this Place, a few days before the King's 
Troops approached nigh the City, were suddenly seized by 
the usurpation and banished into the back Parts of Vir- 
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ginia; where they still remain in exile; several of them 
being Persons of the first Rank, Fortune and Esteem, both 
in the City and in the Society. Many others, whose Names 
had already been taken, designed for similar Treatment and 
the same Proceedings, were said to be forming against a 
third Class, consisting of a much larger Number, even 
several hundreds, mostly Quakers, with an increasing sever- 
ity and Celerity ; many of us looking with Expectation, 
whose Turn would be next, not doubting but that the often 
threatened Consequence of Confiscations of Estates and 
Death would follow, without the timely Interposition of 
superior Power. It will perhaps be needless here to say, 
that these Persons, who were thus banished from their near- 
est Connections were regarded as not favoring the Rebellion, 
and by their Persecutors called Enemies to their Country, 
otherwise to their Proceedings ; but that they with many 
others, notwithstanding the general Revolt, had remained 
entirely inactive either for or against it, excepting some of 
them, I mean such as were Quakers, occasionally using 
their Persuasions to Peace ; which was the most that could 
prudently be expected from Persons in their Situation, is, I 
believe, a truth, that may, with great Certainty be men- 
tioned and relied on; and that nothing criminal was, or 
could be proved against any of them even by their Enemies 
nor the supporters of the Usurpation itself; of which they 
were so conscious as to send them into Exile without so 
much as a Hearing tho' loudly called for by the sufferers. 
But the Arrival of the Royal Army prevented further Pro- 
ceedings of this kind ; on which, if I live I may probably 
be more particular hereafter, expecting so much of the 
above Affair as is already printed will have reached thee 
before this Letter. 

I have done little or nothing in my private Affairs during 
these Troubles, on Account of which principally, since Bro. 
John's Departure, I have with so much Reluctance staid in 
this Country : my debts being mostly yet uncollected by 
Reason of the distressing Circumstances of the Times, and 
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no present Prospect of getting them in ; all Paper Currency- 
having long ago been depreciated several times its value 
occasioned by the large Quantity of the new Continental 
Cash, which every Body's obliged to take in Payment, 
where the King's Troops are not in Possession ; no other 
Money being scarcely to be seen; and, as, for the same 
Reasons, I expect never to receive a great Part of the Prin- 
cipal due to me in this Country, so I have still less expecta- 
tion of recovering any Interest; which it is here expected 
the Merchants in England will duly consider and favour 
their Creditors here accordingly, in that particular ; hence 
and in Consideration of the present Dubiousness of being 
able to buy Bills even with our lawful Paper Currency, the 
only Capital that many of us have, and which seems now to 
be at a stand. I defer at this Time to say any Thing on 
Balance between us; but desering to abide by the gen- 
eral Custom that shall be fixed in the Case, I request to 
know the precise sum in thy next if Bro. John has not been 
able to discharge it, tho I am entirely uncertain how soon I 
shall leave this Place, whether immediately, or without 
doing any Thing further or not, distress here succeeding to 
distress, and the Devastation of Armies in certain Places, 
laying every Thing waste in a terrible Manner. 

The Rebellion appears to be so deeply rooted in this 
Country & to have been so much countenanced by a strong 
Party in England (once apparently its sole Dependance), 
and mistakenly called the Friends of America, and even by 
some Persons with you, I mean more particularly in Lon- 
don, thought too favorably of, whose Judgment I once 
highly esteemed, but have been astonished on hearing of 
their Sentiments respecting the Nature of these Affairs! 
many of these, either thro their Ignorance of the real Dispo- 
sition of the People here, or their own willful Wickedness, 
have with the greatest Confidence and assurance been con- 
tinually misrepresenting the Affairs and Intention of the 
Colonies, in this Matter, as far as appears in the public 
Prints and more private Accounts, in their opposition to 
vol. xxxiv. — 5 
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Government or the Administration, under the most plaus- 
able Pretences ; these under whatever fine Names they 
may at present go, have undoubtedly been grand Pro- 
moters and supporters of this unnatural Rebellion, with its 
direful and Calamitous consequences in this Country; 
and not withstanding all the noisy Pretence of their 
great [torn]. 

to it, they will doubtless, in the Annals of future Time, 
appear to have been its greatest Enemies: — have the appar- 
ent uncertainty, too long the Miseries of War may yet con- 
tinue within its Borders, renders it extreme difficult to 
chuse a safe and proper Mode of acting, I mean in my 
private Affairs, having had nothing to do with the Public's 
in any shape, more than it is the Duty of any private and 
Loyal subject, according to his Ability, to discountenance, 
and if possible prevent, that worst of Evils Rebellion ; which 
with all its Consequences, must be finally left to that over- 
ruling Hand of Divine Providence, which disposes the 
Events of Things, and inflicts the Scourge of his wrath on 
Man-kind, for their Depravity and Revolt from the true 
Means of their real Interest and Felicity, jn every Capacity; 
but happy are the}', wheresoever situated, when every Dis- 
pensation has a Tendency to bring nearer to that true Happi- 
ness and Tranquility which is out of the Reach of all the 
Vicissitudes of temporal Affairs, and can never be affected 
by human Contingencies ; this the nature of the present 
Times here may doubtless affect on some Minds, where in 
such a special Manner all worldly Enjoyments are rendered 
more conspicuously precarious and uncertain, notwithstand- 
ing many may still be actuated by different and contrary 
Motives, and become more ferocious, cruel and insensible, 
the natural Effects of "War and Bloodshed; the grand Pun- 
ishment assigned by the Almighty for the wickedness of the 
human Race, while in the State of Existence. 

This Letter, in which, for some Reasons, I have forbore, 
at present, being more particular, is intended by the Packet 
from this Place, in which our aged Frd Thomas Gawthorpe 
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proposes to returns from his Religious Visit to this Country, 
who has long waited here for a Passage to his native Land. 
I desire my Mother and Relations may he informed how I 
am, as opportunity offers ; whom I still hope to see, tho I 
can fix no Time ; I conclude, with my Love to them all, par- 
ticularly to my Mother, thyself and Family, thy Brother 

Robert Proud 

Samuel Emlen, of this City, being present, desires his 
Love to thee, and the rest of his Friends in Hull. N.B. He 
was sick when the Frds were banished, whereby he es- 
caped Exile; his Name being in the List of those that 
were seized, etc. 

Dear Bro. Philadelphia 3 mo 1778 

W. P. 

After a severe Fit of Sickness of about two Months, and 
of which I am scarcely yet recovered, I propose these few 
Lines just to inform my Relations so far how I am, in these 
troublesome and distressing Times ; respecting which, for 
certain Reasons, I do not chuse at present to be very partic- 
ular ; my present Design be principally to acquaint thee with 
the Rates or Prices of some Kinds of Provisions in this 
Place, as Articles of Trade, and their seeming great Proba- 
bility of continuing so for a considerable Time to come, un- 
less in the meantime were large Quantities thereof shall be 
shipt from Europe , with which Circumstance at thy Receipt 
of this, thou wilt from thy situation be more likely to be 
better acquainted than I can be ; and to which Case of ship- 
ping any Thing of this Nature the greatest Attention should 
be paid ; and from them thou wilt probably be more capa- 
ble of judging wether it might answer were it lawful and 
convenient for thee to be concerned. 

The Articles I mean are Flour, which has now for a con- 
siderable Time been from 70/ to 60/ P. Cwt. our money such 
being reckoned at 166|, the present Price of Bills nearby. 
Flour used to be from 18/ to 20/ and sometimes much lower 
Strong Beer or Ale is extravagantly high, and much in De- 
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mand, tho in this hot Country it is more peculiarly adapted 
for the "Winter Season, being much less used in Summer. 
Chesshire Cheese sells by the Cheese from | to f. P.lb. Good 
Irish Firkin Butter ab\ 2/ P. lb. by the Firkin. Barrelled 
Beef and Pork at ab'. £5 or £6 P.Cwt. etc. From the prices 
of these Articles with you and here, and thy Conveniency of 
Shipping, probably thou wilt be able to judge wether it will 
answer to ship some of them, provided we are not over- 
stocks with them next Summer from Europe. If it suit 
thee to be concerned make consignment to me. I have no 
objection to run the Risk of half Loss, provided I am en- 
titled to half Profits, and that the whole be well Insured 
(Capturing being still made by the Rebel Privateers). If the 
Army shall continue here long these Articles will still be very 
high. Except larger Quantities arrive here than had hitherto 
been the Case ; and even if the Army should remove, or the 
Country be laid open to the City, much of it is in such a 
ruinous and neglected Condition, by Reason of the War, 
that the Prices of these and similar Articles will in the 
opinion of most People here still Continue not to be low; 
except as mentioned above they shall in future be imported 
in larger Quantities ; and perhaps in such a Case Flour may 
Fall, there being pretty much of it still in some Parts of 
the Country undestroyed : One thing is perhaps necessary 
to be considered, it appears very unlikely that there will be 
much Produce of this Country, to export for a considerable 
Time to come to make Remittances as usual formerly; 
which affords a Prospect of future extreme Poverty. Wine 
is very plentiful, and those Articles, which we call Dry 
Good, are brought in great Quantities and are lowest of any 
Things and likely to be so for some time tho they sell much 
higher than formerly occasioned by the Trade being thus 
confined so much within the narrow Bounds of the City and 
Suburbs, which as the Country comes to be opened, may 
probably become more in Demand, and their present Dul- 
ness may probably be the Cause of less Importations and 
better Trade in future. 
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No Money but Gold and Silver now passes among us, to 
the great Hurt of Trade, Damage and Loss of the Citizens, 
who have large sums of our old legal Paper Money on 
Hand; most of the Capital I have is in that Currency; so 
that I, as well as many others, am in a very great straight, 
for present spending Capital, as I have now nothing coming 
in (no Debts being to be got) but it is expected it will be 
good again ; yet the uncertainty thereof, and especially of 
the Time when, as it does not appear to be near, gives great 
anxiety to many. If it were possible to hear from thee 
before any Thing of the above Nature arrives here, should 
it suit thee to be concerned in any Part thereof, it would be 
the more acceptable, in that I might provide for their Re- 
ception : Stores or Places to reposit any Kind of Goods 
being very difficult to be got, especially very suddenly ; this 
Place having never been before so full of People as at 
Present, etc. every Place being occupied. In Expectation 
of thy speedy Answer to the above, I remain with my love 
to my Mother and other Relations. 

thy Brother 

Rob' Proud 
P. S. After having said the above, I am under pretty 
strong Apprehensions, from several Considerations, that we 
here may probably be well supplied next Summer with the 
above and similar Articles from Europe; to which thy 
greatest Attention is absolutely requisite, should thy Incli- 
nation be to ship any Thing of this Nature, so that it re- 
quires thy greatest Caution, they being perishing Articles and 
will not keep, and the great Uncertainty here how Affairs 
may then be situated, makes me very indifferent in med- 
dling with any thing I have mentioned, notwithstanding 
what I have said, and therefore leave it to thy mature Con- 
sideration. 

I hope my Letter of the first of 12 mo last is come safe 
to thy Hand giving some Account of our situation and state 
of Affairs here, etc. I think I have not rec'd a Letter from 
there for several years. 
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Philad a Anno 10 th , 1778 
Dear Bro. 

John Proud, 

A few Days ago I rec d thine dated London 
Nov. 26 : with a P. S. Dec. 2 nd 1777, giving some account 
of thy situation, etc. — I have had a severe Fit of Sickness 
this last "Winter, of which it was not expected I could have 
recovered; and I still have some of the Remains of it upon 
me : I think it has in part been owing to my too close Con- 
finement in this City and Suburbs, almost as a Prisoner 
now for several years, including the Time of the Rebels 
possessing it, when it was not safe for such as I am to go 
out, and since the King's Troops came in, that we are con- 
fined within the Lines; together with the Change of the 
Manner of Living in these distressing Times 

The Royal Army is yet here in "Winter Quarters, in very 
good Condition. "Washington is ab'. 20 Miles Distant, at a 
Place called the Valley Forge, near Rowland Evans's, but 
on the West Side of Sculkil. Nothing Material seems to 
have been effected this last "Winter, by either Side. 

The Vigilance of the Rebel Party by Means of the Country 
Militia, supported by Washington's Army has on every Side 
distressed the Inhabitants of this City to a high Degree, by 
preventing Provisions coming in from the Country, (tho' 
the Royal Army appear to be in want of nothing) Flour 
having been from 50/ to 60/ P.Cwt. in the Market, and Fire 
Wood from £4 to £6. P.Cord during the Winter and other 
Things in Proportion. Besides no Paper Money passes 
here ; of which the principal Part of the Capital I have in 
Hand consists, and is pretty considerable ; so that I am put 
to very great Difficulty on that Ace', as well as many others, 
who relying on the Goodness of the old legal Currency, had 
preferred it before the Rebel Paper, for w r hich they had rec d . 
in Exchange large Quantities of it. Hard Money is scarcely 
possible to be got or borrowed ; unless in Trade ; and the 
Expense of Living enormously high. Most Employments 
are entirely stopped, unless what relates to the Military, and 
desolation is laying waste the Country especially around 
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this City. We wait for a Change, to relieve great Num- 
bers from otherwise inevitable Beggary and Ruin, which 
indeed have already happened to many ; and which is re- 
markable, appears rather to harden many of the numerous 
Rebel Party in their villainous Proceedings, instead of 
Relenting. 

[torn] which they seem evidently to make their Gain, to 
found support their Hopes upon, while they are encouraged 
in Rebellion either by the Ignorance or Wickedness of a 
Party in England, or perhaps more properly by both, under 
the most plausable Pretences, 

As to Trade, it is not yet free to this Place ; notwith- 
standing which large Quantities of goods have come in with 
the Army, and much more are said to be at 1ST. York 
nearby to come hither when permitted. As the Country is 
not yet opened out to the City, consequently Sales are Small 
and principally in the Hands of European Adventurers; 
and tho the Prices of many Articles are considerably higher 
than formerly, yet it is thought the extraordinary high Ex- 
pences and great Risk every Way leave but small Profits ; 
most of their Merchandize, chiefly Dry Goods laying on 
Hand. This place is likely to be much overstocked with 
Dry Goods, which the People here are not able to purchase, 
thro the Stoppage of their old legal Paper Currency, and the 
Returns of Country Produce, that used formerly to be made 
for them, being mostly either destroyed, or otherwise not to 
be procured, by Reason of the War. Provisions are chiefly 
wanted, of which I have wrote Bro. W m . some Time ago, in 
a conditional Way ; yet should the Country about this City 
and Province be opened the next ensuing Summer, which is 
expected, they would be likely to come to a bad Market 
especially if large Quantities thereof have been shipped 
from England or Europe etc. In an assorted Cargo, which 
I am informed Jab. has sent to N. York, he has shipped 
a small Quantity of Hops which when they get bitter, 
I suppose will bring a good Profit ; but the Quantity of sent 
Things ought not to be large. 
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The Frds and Citizens of this Place, who were , banished 
into the back Parts of Virginia, by the Rebel Usurpation, 
last Autumn, are still in Exile excepting two of them who 
were not Frds, or Quakers, that have returned without 
Leave, and one of the others who is dead, viz. Tho. Gilpin. 

By the last Ace' 9 from there John Hunt was dangerously 
sick; and his Disorder having fallen into his Leg it had un- 
dergone an Amputation above the Knee; same Time Edw. 
Pennington and some others of them were much indisposed. 
Frds are almost constantly trying to get them relieved, but 
hitherto in vain. 

Thy writing to me as often as it will suit thee will always 
be agreeable to me and thy acquainting some of my Rela- 
tions, especially Mother or Bro. W m . with thy hearing from 
me and with what may appear material to thee in my Let- 
ters, for them to know, will oblige 

thy Brother 

Rob' Proud 

MEMOBANDUM. 

On the 26th of the 9 mo 1777, the King's Troops, consist- 
ing chiefly of abt. 2000 English and Hessian Grenadiers, 
with a few Light Horse etc took Possession of Philadelphia, 
without opposition : all the Rebel Party that were in 
Arms as well as those that held offices under the Usurpation, 
and many others, of their Connections and Abettors, having 
before left the City ; carrying off almost every Thing, which 
they thought might be of use to the English Army, besides 
what they apprehended might be wanted by themselves, 
which they chiefly took from the Quakers, and such as least 
favoured them ; as Blankets, Carpets, Cloathing, etc. they 
likewise took away all the Lead and Leaden Pipes, and all 
the Bells, in the City, except one ; and they drove off with 
them about 4000 Head of fat or feeding Cattle from the 
Island and Meadows round the City with most of the 
Horses they could get, leaving the City and remaining In- 
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habitants in much strait and destitute; they likewise cut the 
Banks of the Meadows, Island etc. and laid them under 
Water; having seemingly done all the Mischief in their 
Power before their Departure, except burning the City. 
This work kept them employed several Weeks, during 
which Time they banished a number of the principal Inhab- 
itants cheifly Quakers, to the remote Parts of Virginia : — 
The City itself is yet safe, but it was fully expected they 
would have set Fire to it, according to the repeated Threats 
and Language of many of them to do it, when in Possession 
of the English, and then throw the Blame on them, as is 
generally agreed was done at "N. York. 

We have not had so much good order and Tranquility 
these several years, as we have had since the British Forces 
came hither, but we are still shut up from the Country for 
the most Part ; and the Shipping are not yet come up to the 
City. The main Army under Gen 1 Howe being quartered 
in and about German Town, and the Rebel Forces yet very 
numerous and Parties of them often skirmishing about, 
upon the Out Guard, or Posts of the King's Troops, etc 

Philad a 9 mo 29th 1777 



